CLASSROOM ACTIVITES 


· ACTIVITY EXAMPLES
· Students can write a letter to God, asking for His forgiveness and grace
· Students can pairs in groups to research and present visually a specific symbol or rite or component of the Sacrament of Penance which will be hung in a corner of the classroom
· After examining the forgiveness song by Alicia Keys or Matthew West (or comparing the two songs), students to note attributes of forgiveness evident in the sons. They are to then work in small groups to create their own forgiveness song.
· Have students make invitation cards for their families, to invite them to their Sacrament of Reconciliation. They are to write the information of the evening as well as one fact they have learnt about the Sacrament
·  Word Puzzles and Fill-in-the-blanks 
[image: ]
My ___________, I am ________________ for my sins with all my 
 
_____________. In __________________ to do ______________ and 
 
_________________ to do ________________, I have ___________________ 
 
against you whom I should ______________ above all things. I firmly 
 
_________________, with your ________________, to do __________________, 
 
to sin no more, and to _______________ whatever _______________ me to sin. 
 
Our Savior _______________ Christ suffered and _____________ for us. In His 
 
name, my God, have _________________. ____________. 
 
 Word bank: 
 Help        Failing         Jesus       Mercy      God           Sorry        Sinned      Penance        Amen       Avoid    Died     Leads Good       Choosing    Love         Heart       Intend      Wrong








· Building upon their conscious and judgment of their actions through scenarios
[image: ]
· Mediation
[image: ]
· Together in Jesus: First Reconciliation and First Eucharist Preparation Programs by Pflaum 
· Students will be divided into groups and given a life scenario. They are to present this to the class, in which the class will try and guess which element of Penance the scenario is indicating
· Adaptive Reconciliation Kit to cater for students with additional needs 
[image: Adaptive Reconciliation Kit]
· Games: 
[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_OdlDH5TOnZ8/S3gZuZr55UI/AAAAAAAACBw/Nhu9g1qW2yg/s320/10ComGameBoard2.png] http://catholicblogger1.blogspot.com.au/2009/05/reconciliation-file-folder-game.html

· Have students examine artworks and note how the artist has used various artistic technique to convey meaning
[image: http://ingerart.webs.com/forgiveness%20copy.jpg]  Forgiveness by Sofiya inger
· Read and examine Scripture readings such as the Parable of the Prodigal Son http://www.ebibleteacher.com/sites/default/files/flipcharts/1/pdf/ProdigalSonStory_0.pdf
· Review the Sacraments of Reconciliation PowerPoint by Tess Stangas http://www.authorstream.com/Presentation/tassvpa-1015686-sacrement-of-reconciliation/
· Read and examine 10 Steps of the Sacrament of Reconciliation for children
http://www.ctkri.org/ReligiousFormation/Docs/Reconciliation
Ceremony.pdf
· Songs; Create a class song
[image: ]

· Godly Play of the Parable of the Lost Sheep and Parable of Prodigal Son
· Have students create their own Penance book in which they write key terms they have learnt, the three rites, key signs and symbols and understand individual reflection such as:
[image: ]
· Prayers

[image: ]

· TEACHERS RESOURCES TO GAIN IDEAS OF ENGAGING ACTIVITIES 


Enhancing the teaching of the Sacrament of Reconciliation by the Catholic Education Office of Western Australia
http://www.ceo.wa.edu.au/home/harris.joanne/Enhancing_the_Teaching_of_the_Sacrament_of_Reconciliation/Penance_booklet.pdf

[bookmark: _GoBack]5.7 We Celebrate the Sacraments (Part 1) by the Archdiocese of Sydney Religious Education Curriculum 
http://www.ceosyd.catholic.edu.au/Parents/Religion/RE/recurr/tres-curr-5.7.doc

First Reconciliation by Pinterest
http://www.pinterest.com/mlln/first-reconciliation/

Forgiveness by Focus on Family Association
http://www.kidsofintegrity.com/sites/default/files/Forgiveness.pdf

Forgiveness Online 
	http://www.enablemetogrow.com/forgiveness/

God’s Gift: Reconcilation and Eucharist by Loyola Press

Home Resources for Sacramental Preparation of Children; Reconcilation (Confession or Penance) 
http://www.sacredhearthouston.org/index.cfm?load=page&page=358

I will say I’m Sorry
http://www.sugardoodle.net/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=5590
Practicing Penance: A first reconciliation activity by Jared Dees
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/first-reconciliation-activity/

Reconciliation Activities by Catholic mom
http://www.catholicmom.com/reconciliation.htm

Rites of Penance by Liturgy Office of England and Wales
http://liturgyoffice.org.uk/Resources/Penance/Penance-Intro-bklt.pdf

Teaching Reconciliation
	https://suite.io/diane-laney-fitzpatrick/611262


· FOR TEACHERS 

13 Ways to become a better Religious Educator during summer break by Jared Dees
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/summer-break-webinar/
31 Days  to becoming a Better Religious Educator by Jared Dees
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/31-days-to-becoming-a-better-religious-educator/

Building Prayer Habits as a Teacher by Jared Dees 
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/teacher-prayer-habits/

If You Can’t Change What They Think, Change What They Feel by Jared Dees
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/think-feel/

Now You Can Teach Like Pope Francis! by Jared Dees
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/teach-like-pope-francis/

The Most Important Piece of Advice that New Religion Teachers and Catechists Don’t Want to Hear by 
Jared Dees 
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/advice-new-teachers/

Why do I confess my sins to a priest in a Catholic Church? By Jared Dees
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/confession-to-a-priest/

LESSON PLANNING VIDEOS
· Lesson Preparation: http://www.thereligionteacher.com/lesson-preparation-video/
· Creating Lesson Objectives: http://www.thereligionteacher.com/creating-lesson-objectives-video/
· Determine Lesson Assessment: http://www.thereligionteacher.com/determine-the-lesson-assessment-video/
· Selecting Teaching strategies and activities: http://www.thereligionteacher.com/selecting-teaching-strategies-and-activities-video/
· Lesson Planning Mistakes: http://www.thereligionteacher.com/lesson-planning-mistakes/
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We Will Forgive

(tune of “Twinkle Twinkle")

Sometimes life is lots of fun

We work and play and laugh a ton

We all have some hard times too

We make mistakes both me and you

When those hurts and tears happen

We will forgive and try again
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My Relattonship with God

« Dol pray o God every day!

« Dol fightagainstrmy parents when they say itis fime to go to Mass on
Sanday?

« Do | participate i Mass by paying attention, responding, and snging?

« Dol speakaboutGod respectially, or do | ase God's rarme invain?

« Do |ty tolearn more aboat my fith by learning prayers, paying attention
i Religious Education clisses, and reading the Bible?

My Relitionship with My Family

+ Dol obey my parents like | shoald?
« Do lalk backto myparents? Am | distespectial toward my parentst
Arn | vesponsible aboat cleaning my roormand doing myassigned
hoasehold jobs?

Am | evet mean to my brothers and sisters!

Do | fake are of my petslike | shoald?

Do lwatch bad TV programs of videos?

Ar | selfish with my things, of do | share them with others?

Honesty

Have | lied %o rmy parents to my teachers? to my friends
Have | cheated on homework or a test?

Have | aken something that does not belong to me?

Do I borrow things withoat retarning them?

School

Do | foolatoand in class? Am | lazy?

Arm | disrespectfal or inconsiderate toward teachers or chssmatest
Do I pick o other kids

Do | ase bad language?

self Gare

Do | eata well balanced diet?

Do | getenough rest by getting o bed on time at night?
Do | brash rmy teeth each day?

Do | bathe, groom my hair, and dress appropriately?
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1. You can use the gift of free will to make
choices.

. weakens your relationship
with God.

. Prayerand ___help you think
things through.

. Disobeyinga_— canhave
unfortunate consequences.

. God will give you a second chance to make
a__ choice.

. Youcan______onthe Holy Spirit
1o help you.

PR

. Scripture and Church teaching can guide
your .

. Good choices help you grow
10 God.

. Conscienceisan _____ voice.

10.Youcan__ your choices with
your parents and teachers.
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MORAL DILEMMA #2 You want to give your Mom a nice birthday present, but you don’t
have enough money. You would never steal anything from a store in the small town where

you live because you know how that would hurt the storeowners. But today you are in the
‘mall. Everyone knows the big stores at the mall are owned by big corporations. They get their
‘merchandise at a big discount and wouldn't even miss one small piece of jewelry. It wouldn’t
be wrong to take it because it wouldn't hurt anyone, and it would really make your Mom happy.

Whatis the object?
Whatis the intention?

‘What are the circumstances?

Whatis your decision?
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Examining Our Daily Lives

Invite the children to take a moment to settle themselves and put themselves in
God's presence.

Explain that you are going to lead them through a process that will help them
reflect on their day.

‘Ask the children to close their eyes and think about their day. Have them begin with
the morning and move slowly through all the activities of the day.

As they think about all of their activities and thoughts, ask them to note where their
day went well,

Then direct them to silently thank God for all that went well today.

‘Then ask them to begin thinking about their day again. This time, ask them to note

where their day did not go as well. When did they treat someone poorly? When did
they not try to do their best? When did they feel awkward or uneasy?

Continue by inviting the children to pray to God. Encourage them to ask God to
help them do better.

Explain to the children that this a prayer techni
each nigh.

ue they can use as they go to bed





